cases were reported in Japan.
We reviewed these 175 Japanese patients with primary malignant melanoma of the esophagus, in addition to our patient (Table 1 ).
The mean age as diagnosis was 58.3 years (range, 21 to 85). The sex ratio was 2.5 : 1 in favor of men (121 men, and 49 women excluding 5 unknown patients). The most common symptoms were dysphagia, occurring in 127 patients (71.4%), abdominal pain in 16 (9.1%), discomfort of the anterior chest in 10 (5.7%), anorexia in 5 (2.9%), nausea and vomiting in 5 (2.9%), appetite loss in 1 (0.6%), no symptoms in 8 (4.6%), and unknown in 5 (2.9%). The tumor arose in the upper esophagus in 13 patients (7.1%), the upper to middle esophagus in 6 (3.3%), the middle esophagus in 66 (36.3%), the middle to lower esophagus in 30 (16.5%), the lower esophagus in 49 (26.9%), and the lower esophagus to the gastric cardia in 17 (7.1%). The tumor site was not specified in 5 patients (2.7%). Thus, the most common sites were the middle and lower esophagus6)8)9).
Radiographic examination of the esophagus typically revealed a smooth or lobular protruding lesion, occasionally accompanied by an ulcer7). Our patient had a lobular protruding tumor. Tumor diameter was 2 cm or less in 15 
